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Why do black men come to
church?

* In order to determine why black men
come to church let’s look back in
history to see if there were black faces
then associated with the church.

 During the time period 293-373 A.D.
there were three founding fathers of
Christianity who were black.

e Can you ldentify each?



Tertullian




Cyprian




St. Augustine




Black Christian Founding Fathers

1. Tertullian — First of church fathers
who made Latin the language of N,
Christianity.

2. Cyprian — Bishop and martyr

famous “Fathers of the Church”

Black men have always gone to church



 Males who attend church regularly tend to
fall Into two categories;
— under 14 years old
— or over 60.

e Boys come because their
mothers make them attend

e and older men often
establish church
membership when their
health begins to fall




e Adult men In their 20s, 30s and 40s who
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little time for other volunteer tasks.



o Adult
women,
particularly
those over
40, form the
backbone
of many
churches




 Black men who attend LN N
church know the best way EEHSGR"_<

to destroy a black family is sl e
to destroy a black man.

 Black men go to church because young
black males are looking for Black men
who are man enough to tell
them what is right to do.




* And finally, one of the most known
_ Ilghtswh black men.cometo.
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« Why go to church —because “ God commands
It” in
— Hebrews 10:25

—J

« Why go to church — TQRenC
Worship

— Pslam 122:1

ge In Public

« Why go.1g



 Young black males are looking for
African-American men who are
"man enough to tell us what to do"

 and young women reared by their |

mothers are longing for positive father
figures.

« "How can a 16-year-old qgirl choose the
right man if she has never |
seen one?"




There seems to be a growing indifference and
apathy among God's people towards church
attendance and public worship.

As | visit door to door in our community | hear
many people saying: "l don't believe you have to
go to church to be a Christian", or "l can worship
God in my own way at home just as well as | can
at church."”

Going to church never made anyone a Christian,
but If you don't go to church faithfully you will
never be a successful Christian.

You can and should worship God privately in
your own home, but you are disobeying God and
robbing yourself of manifold blessings if you
refuse to assemble with the Lord's people In
public worship.



-

BECAUSE OF THE DIFFEREN
MADE IN SALVATION

 If you are a child of God who has been
born of the Spirit, washed in the blood
of the Lamb, and are on your way to
Heaven you ought to want to assemble

ith the Lord's people.

orinthi L7 deelares: sl -..cieli:

if any man be in Christ, he is a new

creature: old things are passed away all

things are become new."
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- "_;,155:: profess to be a follower,
or of f the Lord Jesus Chri

ould strive to obey
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TO ENGAGE IN PUBLIC
WORSHIPz - H | I

e In worship we are expressing our love
and gratitude tq God for who He is and
what He has dgne in pur lives.

* Whenwe a0 Tl QC worship we
are manEeaeni e elievers as
well as the |g& ghat rerge that our

Lord is w.o+stiEte o N eSt praise
and dedicas
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TO HEAR GOD'S WORD
PREACHED -~ ¢

. e Holy Spirit has been plgased to appoint pasto?sto
guersee and feed the churghes of the Lord Jesus ISt.

o Bvery time the church meejs for-worship:the pastorgas the
olemn responsibility of nofuirishing-the ‘saints of God $vith§e
substantial diet of the Worf§ of God. i

- BGod-called pastors-go to ggeat lengths to prepare mesgia 0S

from"God's Word toedify the Lord's people. 1

Much time IS spentin earngst study, prayer, and mec‘t%‘-i

in the preparation of sermd@ns. L
i
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e Out of respect for God's Holy Word and His
pinisters, church mgmbers oughtto 4 -
anticipate with joy agd faithfully attende@acl
Sservice of the churcly so that they may Lar
the wondrous truthg of the Bible expou 'H%
ke
3“3'.0'

If every-church-mengber fed-their bodies Al

they feed their soulg | am afraid many w
starve-to.death!

|
The attitude of every church member oudht
to be like those in Agts 10:33 which state$;
" ..Now therefore arf we all here present ¥
before God, to heagall things that are g
commanded thee g God." i
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FOR PERSONAL EDIFICATION
AND INSTRUCTION

» The church is called "the pillar and
ground of the trut @% m. 3:15)
because it supporisiag
faith once delivered 10/ th&:
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AS AN EXAI\/IPL@,_TO OTHERS
\

Each time that we prepare our hearts
'f?'“f"thfully attend

for public worshipfay ‘
the house of the a Jaye are prowdlng



TO FELLOWSHIP WITH CHRIST

Mg e

« Jesus Christis:th o - awgiver of His
churches, anc-asg]y B8N attendance
every time_the-=lige emi

e He walks in the ik Eeehurches.
 He has der His glory in ylkzealiidoy
aceo WRlor Fphésians 3:21 |, W1 R E1{-E0e .
o "Unto him-be™ Je]s ARG IRelalV[de" . by Christ -
NEER Galgel¥e]e all ages, world |?F10ut e}jpd
Amen.*
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please repent and seek to do God's will.

« Ask Him for grace to faithfully attend
His church every time you are
physically able.

o Carefully consider your ways and then
solemnly vow to God that you will be
faithful and consistent in church
attendance.

* Then pay your vows to God by doing




e In Church are the men ... who are unash@&mne
their love and personal faith in Jesus C Ist; W
know His voice, and who are learning to live ir
the world but not be of the world?

e In Church are the men ... who are no longg
Isolated but who are living life deeply and %
authentically connected with a few other

orothers in Christ, knowing they need eac

other to remain faithful to God and those the

ove~? e

» In Church are the men ... who are honest ahg

In their pursuit of ethical, sexual, moral and 4
spiritual integrity? M



In Church are the men ... who champion their famil
helping it thrive through the biblical values of love, ;S
respect, honor, patience, sacrifice, and service? [&

In Church are the men ... who love the body of Christ
and who willingly offer their God-given talents and gifts
to serve others and advance the mission of their church?

In Church are the men ... who champion the unity of
God's family and who are more passionate about God's
Kingdom than about their denomination or ethnicity?

In Chruch are the men ... who make it their sole aim in
life to expand Christ's Klngdom by demonstratlng and
sharing the love of God with other people In reCmgs
and practically in daily life?




* While there are plenty of black men
who do goto ehurch, any pastor will
admit thas ere are far more that

don’t. o .

- And whiléthere exist wonderful
churches that aré at the helm of
ministerin@to their congregations
and to the ,..n""" aunity and
world -- l'i om the
enemy : cial ills-—-the

pastor irches also will

admit therefbe too few.



Reasons and excuses
why black men have difficulties
with being
In church every Sunday.



The low quality of the oration of some of the
preachers out there.

How many times have we heard ministers drone on
and on about Saul of Tarsus on the road to Damascus
and how we must make our own transformations and
leave our prior lives behind?

How many times have we heard ministers talk about
their own temptations and how they were worthless
sinners and skirt chasers and how all us men are dogs
like they used to be?

How many times have | had to sit through the junior
minister stumbling or the guest pastor from out of town.




“God doesn't need my money. The Church
needs my money. They've always needed
my money and they've always tried to

convince me that God wants me to give it to

them.”

— I've been praying to Jesus since | was 8 years
old and never once has He told me, "can you

help a brotha out?"
— | don't mind supporting ministries, but I've got
my priorities.



G“!

e Black men are suspicious of pastors who
ask them to tithe but never report income
and expenditures to their churches.

 They also are reluctant to support
churches that fail to patronize businesses
owned and operated by African-Americans

IN their own communities. |3 wa




* A brother works hard all week long. Now if |
could go to Church at 10am and be done at
11lam, I'd be fine. But you know and | know
some ministers act like we have nothing else to
do all day Sunday.

 OK | understand that you slaved over a hot desk
working on that sermon all week and you just
can't wait to rock our worlds with your message,
but uhm... some of us are just checking in.
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nd I've got options.

 If | were In a situation where | really didn't
nave to work and had a lot of time on my
nand, then | could be involved in church
24-7. But ...

| actually do have a busy life to enjoy, that
centers around my family and community,
not church. | got places to go and things to___

‘ o ¥ <




Although males have not completely abandoned
the church, manly men have all but disappeared.

Tough, earthy, working guys rarely come to
church.

High achievers, alpha males, risk takers,
and visionaries are in short supply.

Fun-lovers and adventurers are also
underrepresented in church.

These rough-and-tumble men don't fit in with the
quiet, introspective gentlemen who populate the
church today.




The truth Is, most men in the pews grew
up in church.

Many of these lifers come not because
they desire to be transformed by Christ but
because they enjoy participating Iin
comforting rituals that have changed little
since their childhood.

There are also millions of men who attend
services under duress, dragged by a S
mother, wife, or girlfriend.

Today’s churchgoing man is humble,
tidy, dutiful, and above all, nice.




e What a contrast to the men of the Bible!

e Think of Moses and Elijah, David and Daniel,
Peter and Paul.

 They were lions, not lambs—take charge men Who
risked everythlng In service to God. A &5

* They fought valiantly and spilled blood.

* They spoke their minds and stepped on
the toes of religious people.

 They were true leaders, tough guys who were
feared and respected by the community.

 All of these men had two things in common:
— they had an intense commitment to God,
. — and they weren’t what you'd call saintly.

Such men seldom go to church today.




How did a fpith founded by a Man and His
twelve malg discigles become.s@ popular
with women@ ut ffathemle L10, ,g_ n?
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The churchiaf it try-y Was a magnet
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e Today’s church has developed a culture
that is driving men away. Almost every
man in America has tried church, but two-
thirds find it unworthy of a couple of hours
once a week.

 \When men need spiritual sustenance, they
go to the wilderness, the workplace, the
garage, or the corner bar. They watch their
heroes In the stadium or on the racetrack.
They plunge into a novel or sneak off to a
movie. Church Is one of the last places
men look for God.



 More than 90 percent of American men
believe In God, and five out of six call
themselves Christians. But only two out of
six attend church on a given Sunday. The
average man accepts the reality of Jesus
Christ, but fails to see any value in going
to church.

e What Is it about modern Christianity that is
driving men away?



| don't think men "hate" the church per se. | think
they get tired of going, tired of women "pickin"
with them, and they get tired of the rig-a-ma-role
that has to be done before they can go to
"church"....

1. Haircut
2. New/freshly cleaned/dated suit
3. New Shoes

4. Shined shoes

5. Clean car
6
7
8
9
1

. "Shined" car (detailed)

. Cologne

. "Must" have offering

. "Must" have "correct" version of BIBLE
0. "Must" have "correct” pitch in singing.....



Men Don’t Like Church

Generally speaking, men don't like going to
church.

"Women go to church, men go to football
games”

fact: Men don’t care much for church (I would
add, unless somehow they get to be in charge!).

It has become proverbial that men go to church
because of pressure from their families, while at
every stage in life they would rather be watching
or playing some sport.



e |n fact, men despise their passive role in the
church, whether they have been able to label
their frustration or not.

 No wonder men would rather fish, or hunt, or
watch the game! These activities provide a small
measure of purpose, of action, and of
accomplishment, even if that means yelling for
your team while you sit in your favorite chair.

* In short, a person stands a much better chance
to FUNCTION



What Is Your "Calling"?

S0 what Is a man to do who burns with a
desire to contribute something to the life of
the church? ,

e He can become a minister.
That Is his only choice.

e a very large portion of men (and
women) in the ministry pursued this
avenue because it was the only option
available for anyone who wants to
participate in the functioning of the church.




A Man's Gotta Do . ..

 |n fact, men despise their passive role in the
church, whether they have been able to label
their frustration or not.
— Indeed there iIs something emasculating about just
sitting, listening, and then going home.
 No wonder men would rather fish, or hunt, or

watch the game!

— These activities provide a small measure of purpose,
of action, and of accomplishment, even if that means

yelling for your team while you sit in your favorite
chair.



A Man Must Matter

« A man is driven by a desire to "matter" in the world, to

make a difference. He needs his life to have some
significance, some higher purpose that draws him out of
himself. Notice how intrinsically men of differing cultures
share a principle of self-sacrifice for the larger good of
their tribes or nations.

During peacetime men turn to sports (and work) to
satisfy this urge for sacrifice. It is through sports that a
boy becomes a man, and when a man becomes too old
to play the game, he learns to live vicariously through the
sport of others.

Whatever his occupation in life, he will completely draw
his identity from whatever "battleground" he chooses.



The typical church environment does not provide any
opportunity for the kind of significant war for which men
seek.

Western civilization grew increasingly individualistic,
turning our eyes inward upon ourselves and our own
"personal growth."

Modern spirituality seldom rises above introspective
"navel-gazing," and private religion holds little appeal for
the man who needs to leave his mark on the world
behind him.

[it] has laid emphasis on man’s side, the saving of his
own soul"

Men need a purpose larger than themselves. What man
doesn’t want to "save the world" in some form or
another? Men will not frequent a church which exists
within the myopic rat-race of individual self-fulfillment.



The Need for Brotherhood

A man will seek a brotherhood in which he may
forge his significance.

The church in which a man feels at home will
have brothers whose relations with each other
go deeper than theological discussions over
coffee and doughnuts.

Notice man’s compulsion to join groups of men
with a common identity, and to endure hardship
or death for the good of the group.

Early American settlers joined with the masons.
Modern men link themselves together in gang
fraternities, clubs, and teams of every KinOw2.k ‘




 Men enter these groups with the expectation
(or even the prerequisite) that they suffer
together to form a bond of brotherhood
stronger than all other ties in life.

* "You have to endure something together,
sweat together, bleed together, cry together"

 Somehow the element of war lays the
foundation for brotherhood.

* "Men often begin a friendship with a fight".

o Stated succinctly, men need brothers with
whom they may fight. r Yo W ¥z




Whatever the reason, men need a place to fight.

They will seek a place where they can speak
and act with honesty, sincerity, and where they
can live consistently with their convictions.

We must provide the soil in which true
brotherhood can grow.

Men must have a voice in the church, and they
must use It.

If they do not, they will find something outside of
the church to satisfy this need.

A real and potent brotherhood can satisfy this
longing within men.



Can the church turn the tide with men?
Yes! It not only can, but it must.

Jesus built His church on twelve Spirit-

filled men who changed the world.

We must do the same: you cannot have a
thriving church without a core of men who
are true followers of Christ.

If the men are dead, the church iIs
dead.




Men’s disinterest in Christianity Is so consistent
around the world, it can’t be explained by pride,
father issues, sin, or distraction.

Neither can we say, “Well, men are just less
religious,” because this is untrue.

Male and female participation are roughly equal
iIn Judaism, Buddhism, and Hinduism.

In the Islamic world men are publicly and

unashamedly religious—often more so than
women.

Of the world’s great religions, only Christianity
has a consistent, nagging shortage of male
practitioners. What is it about modern
Christianity that is driving men away?




e Our job Is to confront the current gender
gap for what it is: a strategy of the evil one
to weaken the church.

* \We need to understand what causes the
gap and have the courage to remove the
barriers that discourage and demoralize
men.

o God will call men back to Himself. Will the
church be ready?




Dream for a moment.

What would church be like if the majority of the
worshippers were men?

Not just males taking up pew space, but strong,
earthy men who were truly alive in Christ.

Men who were there not just to please their
wives, to fulfill religious tradition, or to go on a
power trip, but men who were there to rock their
world.

Can you even imagine what that would feel like?
Imagine what such a church could a /
accomplish for the kingdom of God!

Impossible you say? Just read the book =% ¥
of Acts. |
The church was like this once; it can be &% <%
So again. 77




It’s designhed to give you insight into men’s
hearts, to illuminate the chasm between men’s
needs and the ministry of the local church.

I'll give you the straight story on men, and as

you listen and interact, resist the urge to utter
the phrase, “Well, men should just . . .”

This Is not about what men should be.

If we can’t start with men as they are, we’ll never
reach them.




Will'we allow men to take risks, dream Dbig,
and push the envelope within your local
church?

God made men for adventure,
achievement, and challenge, and if they
can’t find those things in church, they’re

going to find them somewnhere else.

But If you allow your church to embark on
a great adventure, the men will return.

Slowly but surely, they will return.




 These are the ingredients for the church where
men are men.

— A man has a need to act with freedom and
determination.

— He must function where he is in order to satisfy his
need to do something other than just sitting and
listening.

— He also must serve an overarching purpose which
gives meaning to his day-to-day existence.

— He will search for significance in his life until
something that lifts him out of himself.




— The church he seeks does something of eternal
significance.

— In the process, he will find a brotherhood to which
he may belong and from which he may draw his
identity.

— He needs men who know him well, who will fight

with him, and who can be his comrades along the
journey he is on.

— And finally, through various and often unexpected
means, the Church will be a place where the
sacrificial dying of Jesus can manifest itself for
the sake of His Bride.

— When a man has found Her, he will suffer the loss
of everything for Her just as Christ did in the
beginning. Man, this is what you want.




“‘2’: The challenge Is to become

i Ns'"

‘e a place where everyone significantly contributes
to the meetings, the planning, and the
"ministering” of the church.

 a place where there Is a brotherhood of men
who are truly involved in one another’s lives.

» a place where the Lord’s cross is meaningful
beyond the mere forgiveness of sins, and where
the Lord’s house means more than anyone’s
personal agenda.

True manhood will only be found inside the Body
of that One New Man, Jesus Christ.



therefore, sin in the sight of God.







