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Vacation Bible School:  ÒWalk It Out:  Together In The W ay Of JesusÓ
Vacation Bible School is one 

of the most productive special 
events in the life of our church.  
For four days, over 150 children 

began each day with a hot 
breakfast and ventured into 

multiple learning sessions and 
activities centered around the 
theme, ÒWalk It Out:  Together In

The Way Of Jesus.Ó A hot lunch 
was provided daily as well.

With age appropriate 
grouping, teachers expounded 

on four key words:  GRACE, 

LIGHT, POWER, and 
TOGETHERNESS.  Our students 

gained understanding regarding 
effecting change and moving 
forward in self, in community, and in

God during important historical 
periods.  The sanctuary was 
converted to a hip-hop zone where 
kids discovered that choosing Jesus 

is cool, fresh, and fun.  And, yes, we
walked it out!!! 

Continued on Page 4
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Vacation Bible School Director Charles Coney (center) congratulates our STAR 
Teachers Sally Wilcox (left) and Alice Blount (right).  Together they taught the 2nd 
thru 4th Graders which comprised our largest class (almost 50 students).
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Sunday, July 13, 2008

WomenÕs Service 10:30 a.m.   MenÕs Service - 3:00 p.m.

Speakers:  Rev. Penny Miller & Rev Horace W right

Theme:  ÒFrom Good to Great:  Uniting the FamilyÓ

Celebration Colors:  Lavender & White

Ms. Janie Smith, Ms. Pam Frazier & Mr. Jim Turner, Chairpersons

Star TeachersStar Teachers



WeÕve Come A Long Way

The hymn, ÒWeÕve Come A Long WayÓ has the words Òbut we 
know the Lord has made the wayÓ has been realized this year.  W ith 
this knowledge, our church family is thankful as we close out this 
Conference Year with praise on our lips. W e go forward with the 
Lord expecting to move from GOOD to GREAT!  As we reflect over 
the past year and move from one spiritual level to the next, we thank 
God for bringing us through this phase of our spiritual battle. While 
we continue on our spiritual journey from GOOD to GREAT, we are 
mindful that we must not rest in the NOW to enjoy the fruits of our 
labor for the glory is GodÕs and not HolseyÕs.  How long before we 
accomplish GREAT?  Only God knows.  W e are workers in His 
vineyard and we must continue to press towards the mark of the 
higher calling.  May God continue to bless us as we continue 
our#journey.

Rev. Dr. Leroy E. Dumas, Jr.Rev. Dr. Leroy E. Dumas, Jr.

In upper right picture, Rev. Dumas celebrates with new members Dana 
Truitt (left) and Sally Wilcox (right).  Sally returns home from Trinity 
C.M.E. Church in Miami, Florida (6/15).  In the lower left picture, he 
welcomes new members Daniel Dixon (left) from Progressive C.O.G.I.C. 
Plant City, Florida; Maggie Floyd Nixon from Hopps Memorial C.M.E. 
Church, Syracuse, N.Y.; and David Gainer from Lee Memorial A.M.E. 
Church, Cleveland, Ohio (6/29).

In upper right picture, Rev. Dumas celebrates with 
Truitt (left) and Sally WTT ilcox (right). Sally r W W eturns h
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Mark your calendar:

Bible Study each 
Wednesday evening 
Dinner starts at 6:00 p.m.  
Study begins at 6:30 p.m.

Choir Rehearsals each 
Friday at 6:30 p.m.   

MenÕs & WomenÕs Day
July 13, 2008
Holsey Chapel CME
Fitzgerald, Georgia

CME 6th District Choir Rehearsal
www.cmesixthmusic.org
Saturday, July 12 - 12:00 p.m.
Westside CME Church
Atlanta, Georgia

Quadrennial Annual Conference
ÒFrom Good to Great:  Through the 
Preaching of the GospelÓ
July 21 - 25, 2008
Macon Centreplex
Macon, Georgia WelcomeWelcome
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We offer Christ to you, oh my brother...
We offer Christ to you, oh my sister...

Bishop Othal H. Lakey was 
licensed to preach May 31, 
1948.  This year marks sixty 
years of preaching for the 
bishop.  An invitation only 
celebration dinner will be held 
during the Quadrennial Annual 
Conference.

Congratulations
Bishop Lakey

60 Years 
of 

Preaching



Ministry Feature
ÒGreater love has no man 
than this, that a man lay down
his life for his friends.Ó  (John 
15:13).  JesusÕ life was 
dedicated to others.  As 
disciples of Christ, we have 
the opportunity to give of our 
time and talent in His service.

WomenÕs Missionary Society

The WomenÕs Missionary Society
shares the Good News of 
ÒSalvation through Jesus ChristÓ 
with unsaved men, women and 
children at home and abroad by 
using the process and program 
outlined in the Bible, The 
Discipline, The Constitution and 
its By-Laws.

A few of its purposes are:  

o To encourage cooperation, 
fellowship, and mutual counsel 
concerning the spiritual life and 
religious activities of the Christian
Church; 

o To study the needs of society in
order to aid in the development 
of programs, people, processes, 
and resources that will enable 
the local church WMS to fulfill its
mission. 

Contact:  Gloria Smith

www.cmefitzgerald.org

The ministries of Holsey Chapel 

are driven by a desire to give 
everyone a solid biblical 
direction for life.  Hard decisions 

have to be made in the midst of 
confusing alternatives.  It is the 
Word of God that brings the 

clarity and direction we need 
when we find ourselves at 
difficult crossroads.  

MenÕs Day at Mount Zion C.M.E., Towns Georgia

Last month, we traveled to Mount Zion C.M.E. Church in Towns, Georgia 
to celebrate their MenÕs Day on Sunday June 8th. # Jim Turner, Sixth Episcopal 

District Ministry to Men Coordinator brought greetings along with the Holsey 
Chapel Ensemble providing music. # Mount Zion pastor, Rev. W anda Thomas is 
a member of Holsey Chapel and received her training while at Holsey 

Chapel.# Additionally, we were pleased to hear an inspiring word from our 
friend and fellow methodist laborer, Rev. George Vereen, pastor of the St. 
John A.M.E. Church in Valdosta, Georgia. # We salute the good work of the 

program chairman, Frank Cray, Moultrie-McRae-Brunswick District Lay 
Leader.

Special thanks to our recent 
ChildrenÕs Day Speaker, Minister
Daniel Cohen III.  He delivered a
powerful word to our young 
people that was relevant and 
real.  His wife Jacqueline and 
her parents, Jesse and Muriel 
Merrell, from Saint Andrews 
C.M.E. Brunswick also attended the 
service.  Minister Cohen is the Youth
Minister at Victory Tabernacle of 
Praise, Jacksonville, Florida.  

At twenty, he began preaching 
and the following year, the 
Ecumenical Counsel of Churches 
ordained him as a minister in 
Detroit, Michigan.

Celebrating MenÕs Day in Towns, Georgia from left to right are Jim Turner,
Olethea Player, Jennifer Turner, Clifford Blount, William Stepherson, 
Annie Pearl Stepherson, Charles Coney, Rev. George Vereen, and Pastor 
Rev. Wanda Thomas.
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Our VBS Star Student Program is based on Attendance, 
Cooperation, Character, and Academic Excellence.  Each 
teacher observed their students daily and on Thursday 
during the Closing Ceremony presented their individual 
honorees.  We are proud of ALL our students who together 
made the quilt below representing their collective 
creativity and interdependence.

Hope June 2008 - www.cmefitzgerald.org



Vacation Bible School:  ÒWalk It Out:  Together In The W ay Of JesusÓ

Based on Psalm 48:12-14, VBS 2008 helped kids learn to make choices in a world of options.  From one 

generation to another, the program focused on the lessons of liberation and how movement and singing 
helps to effect change.  In addition to instructor led Bible Study, rotating activity centers were conducted by 
Griot Jim Turner, Music & Activity Teachers Charles Coney and Annie Pearl Stepherson, and Arts & Craft 

Teachers Michelle Flagg and Janie Smith.  The Griot played the role of historical and storyteller providing 
colorful facts and poetry.  Special thanks to the community and all who supported!!!

 bHope June 2008 - www.cmefitzgerald.org



From the Director -- Vacation Bible School

Vacation Bible School is always a highlight of our church year.  It 

is a time for us to enjoy our youth, but also to reach out in our 
community to other children and their 
families.  This year was no exception as 

we planned and prepared for the 150+ 
children we met daily.  Last month our 

local paper, The Herald-Leader, featured 
a photo from 30+ years ago when 
Northside Baptist Church worshipped 

here and held Vacation Bible School.  
We offered this to you as an example of 

reaching beyond our church walls to 
meet the communityÕs need, and you rose 
to the challenge.  W e are humbled to 

know that ministry continues on Suwanee 
Street regardless of ethnicity, denomination, economic status, or time 

period.
We are also appreciative of the many families and churches who 

entrusted their little ones to us for instruction and care.  In many 

cases, you partnered with us providing needed teacher assistance 
and resources.  W e would be remised if we did not thank the Family 

Connection Partnership for sponsoring the Summer Food Program 
which provided daily meals.  HereÕs a shout-out to the kitchen crew!  
Finally, thanks to the parents and supporters who came out on 

Thursday for our closing ceremony.  W e hope that it was 
representative of the gifts we noticed each day in your precious ones.

We pray that He is pleased with our PRAISE as we press forward 
ÒDoing A New Thing.Ó

Charles L. Coney

2008 VBS Director

Blast from the past--Pictured above are the teacher and students from Vacation Bible School when Northside
Baptist Church occupied our house of worship.  Times may have changed, but our mission to Òwin the world 
for JesusÓ remains (early 1970Õs).                                                                                               www.herald-leader.net
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Special thanks to Marilyn Thornton 
and Abingdon Press for creating the 
concept and materials used in this 
years Vacation Bible School. 

www.abingdonpress.com

Walk With It
Step With It

Forever, You 
Are Our God!
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Adrian Bellamy
Clifford Blount
Laura Dumas
Tina Durham

Raven Fuller
Rhonda Maddox

Ricky Webb
Summer Food Program

Thanks for lending a helping hand to our    
Community Vacation Bible School....        

Antioch Baptist Church

Mount Olive Baptist Church

Bethel A.M.E. Church

Fitzgerald Church of God

Mt. Zion C.M.E. Church

Westpoint Baptist Church

Pleasant Grove Baptist ChurchNew Life Community ChurchVictory Baptist Church
 d

Shiloh Baptist ChurchLiving Waters Ministries



In the Connection -- Sixth Episcopal District Choir

For the past six months, members from Holsey Chapel have 

journeyed along with others across the Sixth Episcopal District to 
Macon, Savannah, and Atlanta in preparations for the upcoming 
Quadrennial Annual Conference ÒVoices of the SixthÓ Musical 

Concert.  The eagerly anticipated inspirational event will be held on 
Thursday, June 24th at 8:00 p.m. in the Macon Centreplex.  The 

concert will be recorded live with a featured Guest Conductor, 
renown national gospel recording artist Chester D. T. Baldwin of 
Austin, Texas.  In conjunction, Mr. Baldwin also was the guest 

clinician at the Annual District Music W orkshop recently held at 
Holsey Temple C.M.E. Church, Macon.  Dr. Elfreda A. Lakey is the 

Sixth District Music Coordinator.
www.cmesixthmusic.org

Connectional Youth & 
Young Adult 
Conference

July 7 - 11, 2008

Orlando, Florida 

Sixth Episcopal District 
Quadrennial Annual 
Conference

July 21 - 25, 2008

Macon Centreplex 

Macon, Georgia

Sixth District Music Coor dinator.
wwwwww

Memories from the SED Choir Workshop at Holsey Temple C.M.E., 
Macon; from left to right are Charles Coney, Olethea Player, Annie 
Pearl Stepherson, Guest Clinician Chester D. T. Baldwin, Barbara 
Boynton, and Music Coordinator Dr. Elfreda A. Lakey (6/21).

Making final preparations at the Musicians and Directors Rehearsal 
at St. Paul C.M.E. Savannah are Delphia Boynton, Revs. Eddie & 
Sheryl Armstong, Barbara Boynton, Charles Coney, Lori & Robert 
Lewis (6/28).  Also attending but not pictured was Stefanie Fox.

www.cmesixthmusic.orgww
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Holsey Chapel
Annual Conference

Delegates

Zeola McGill

Michelle Flagg

Joyce Jenkins

/ã /ã /ã

Holsey Chapel
Annual Conference

Alternates

Olethea Player

Jim Turner



T'keyah King is in the Bower

Leaders program which  

recently sponsored a 

community food drive. 

www.bowerfund.org

Congratulations to our 
High School Graduates

Jahquose Bivens

Breonna McDuffie

Wallace (Norris) Spikes

O'Michael Sailem

In Memory of
Mayola B. Almond

Sunrise:  August 12, 1921

Sunset:  May 29, 2008

2008 Tuskegee University VET-STEP
Lera Dumas attended the VET-STEP I Institute June 16 - 20 at Tuskegee 
University in Tuskegee, Alabama.  She was one of thirty honor 
students chosen from an 
application pool of 700.  
The participants came 
from various locations 
throughout the continental 
United States. The VET-
STEP Institute introduces 
promising high achieving 
students to the veterinary 
profession and curriculum. 
In addition, the institute 
enhances study skills, 
personal motivation, and 
academic 
reinforcement. #VET-STEP 
provides a personalized educational opportunity which challenges the 
students intellectually and exposes them to the clinical environment of 
the veterinary profession.  Activities included classroom instruction, 
guest lectures, demonstrations, and numerous hands-on activities.  Field 
trips to zoos, research facilities, veterinary hospitals, and public health 
agencies to provide students with an opportunity to see first hand the 
diversity and challenges of the veterinary profession. #
#

ÒWe sell these programs to the students as a priceless 
experience and give them a realistic picture of what college is all 
about,Ó said Dr. Legand Burge, Dean of the College of 
Engineering, Architecture and Physical Science.  

Lera stated in her essay, ÒI love 
animals and have wanted to be a 
veterinarian every since I could 
remember.Ó  Her parents, Rev. and 
Mrs. Dumas verify this statement.  

According to them, ÒLera has talked about being an animal doctor 
since she was 5.Ó  She is planning to attend VET-STEP II next summer.

www.tuskegee.edu
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Get The Christian Index
Still Only $25 Per Year

Call Dr. William E. George at (901) 345-4120
visit www.c-m-e.org and the 

www.christianindexonline.blogspot.com



Ben Hill County Summer Food Program
SchoolÕs out for the summer, and that means many children will be 

looking for places they can meet their friends, have fun, and eat 
healthy snacks and meals.  The Ben Hill County Summer Food 
Program is ready to meet the demand.

Children living in 
GeorgiaÕs 159 counties 

will be served healthy 
and nutritious meals 
through the Summer Food

Service Program (SFSP).  
The program, 

administered by Bright 
from the Start:  Georgia 
Department of Early Care

and Learning, provides 
free meals to eligible 

children in low-income areas during the summer months.  It is 
federally funded by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA).  The 
Summer Food Program is being sponsored locally by the Family 

Connection Partnership.  Children up to 18 years-old can get free 
meals at approved sites (e.g., Holsey Chapel C.M.E. Church, Boys & 

Girls Club, Barfield Learning Center).  People who are over age 18 
and enrolled in school programs for people with disabilities also can 
receive free meals.  The first day of operation in Ben Hill County was 

June 25th and over 300 meals were served.
The SFSP expects to feed thousands of children throughout the 

state.  This summer more than 1,400 sites will serve meals in a 
supervised setting.  Participating nonprofit organizations receive 
federally funded reimbursements to cover their administrative and 

operating costs of preparing and serving the meals.
In accordance with federal law and USDA policy, Bright from the 

Start is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, age or disability.  The USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer. 

www.gafcp.org/fcnetwork/benhill

ÒThe Summer Food 
Service Program fills a 
huge nutritional gap,Ó 
says Karen Robinson, 
Assistant Commissioner 
for Programs at Bright 
from the Start.  ÒLast 
summer, approximately 
3.4 million meals were 
served through the SFSP.
Our goal is to help 
parents and caregivers 
ensure that childrenÕs 
nutritional needs are met
during the summer 
months.Ó  

)� Hope July 2008 - www.cmefitzgerald.org
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Any churches having morning
Vacation Bible School and 
would like to have food  
provided may contact Family 
Connection Executive Director
Carlton Mahone at (229) 
424-5753 to arrange for 
meals on-site.  With 48 hour 
notice, the mealsÑbreakfast 
and lunchÑcan be delivered 
to the church.  Rev. Mahone 
is the Albany-Thomasville 
District Presiding Elder and 
former Holsey Chapel Pastor. 



July
Come explore the 
Bible and experience
worship with us.

Bible Study each 
Tuesday evening 

following dinner at 
6:00 p.m.

Morning W orship 

each Sunday at 
10:30 a.m.

  7  - Thelma Graham

12  - DÕAsia Jenkins

14  - Glenda Bivens

28  - Gloria Smith

Worship Bible Study

6
Hymn:  #10 - ÒO How I Love JesusÓ

Scripture:  2 Thessalonians 2:13-17
Sermon:  ÒDo and Say What Is GoodÓ

Bible Study will re-convene

August 13th after school 
begins.  Enjoy the summer 
break and get ready for 

another year of learning.

  4  - Independence Day

27  - ParentÕs Day

13
Hymn # 188 - ÒYield Not To TemptationÓ

Scripture:  Mark 7:1-13
Sermon:  ÒOld Versus NewÓ

20
Hymn # 411 - ÒLift Him UpÓ

Scripture:  Luke 12:22-31
Sermon:  ÒConcerned With His KingdomÓ

27
Hymn # 25 - ÒHow Great Thou ArtÓ

Scripture:  Genesis 1:1-31
Sermon:  ÒHow Great Thou ArtÓ

On June 28th, Holsey Chapel 
Commonwealth Queen Annie Pearl 
Stepherson was a contestant in the 
Sisters Helping Sisters ÒPearls of 
WisdomÓ Pageant in Ocilla, Georgia. 
The event saluted outstanding women 
in our community who were judged on
their talent, presence, and personality.
The evening ended with our Queen 
Annie Pearl being selected the 2008 
ÒPearl of Wisdom.Ó  

Pearl of Wisdom

Her Majesty Queen Annie Pearl Stepherson
Hope July 2008 - www.cmefitzgerald.org 11
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Our first church was built on North Church Street. # The site for this 
church was not adequate, and in 1924 two lots were purchased and 
a personage was built. # In 1926, the old church was torn down and a 
new structure was erected at the East Oconee Street site. # This 
accomplishment was done under the leadership of Rev. J. H. 
Jefferson.# As time passed, the membership grew and there was a 
need for an educational facility. #

During the 1960Õs, the first unit of the educational building was 
constructed and the parsonage was remodeled and brick veneered. # 
This was accomplished under the leadership of the late Rev. B. M. 
Mayfield, the late Rev. S. L. McGill, and Rev. M. C. Pettigrew was the 
Presiding Elder.# In 1981 additional rooms were added to the 
educational building and a parking lot was donated to the church. # 
The educational building has served as an Outreach Center for many 
clubs, business groups, summer enrichment programs, annual 
Vacation Bible School, weekly Bible study, and many other community 
activities.# The Bible teaches that "some plant seeds, and some water, 
but God causes the increase." # This is plainly demonstrated in the 
history of Holsey Chapel C.M.E. Church. # Tragedy struck the church 
on the night of August 8, 1997. # Fire gutted the church building 
leaving the church without a church home. # Charles C. Hall, Owner 
and Operator of Hall's Funeral Home, generously offered the 
accommodations of his new funeral chapel. # Because of his 

stewardship and generosity, Holsey Chapel was able to continue its 
scheduled program of worship while searching for a new permanent 
home.

Rev. E. Love Harris was appointed pastor in June 1996 and continued 
to serve during the search period. # On alternating Sundays, Rev. 
Harris conducted worship service at Holsey Chapel and Broaches 
Chapel, Ocilla. # Holsey Chapel, which met each first and third 
Sunday, was planning on becoming a station church, that is holding 
service every Sunday. # June 10, 1998 will long be remembered as the 
day members officially acquired a new church home, located at 515 
East Suwanee Street.# Rev. Harris officially retired from the active 
ministry in June 1998 at the Annual Conference. # Holsey Chapel was 
without a pastor for six months, and Rev. Carlton Mahone was 
appointed pastor by Bishop Othal H. Lakey. # Rev. Mahone reported 
to Holsey Chapel on the third Sunday in December 1998. # Holsey 
Chapel continued to grow and expand under his dynamic leadership. # 
The 2006 South Georgia Regional Annual Conference convened at 
Holsey Chapel and Rev. Dr. Leroy E. Dumas, Jr. was assigned as 
pastor in charge. # Rev. Dumas, along with his family, brings a wealth 
of knowledge and experience to the Holsey Chapel family. # Today, 
our W orship Center encompasses an entire city block with ample 
worship facilities, meeting rooms, and parsonage. #

Addressee Name

4321 First Street

Anytown, State 54321

HOLSEY CHAPEL
CHRISTIAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
515 EAST SUWANEE STREET
POST OFFICE BOX 7
FITZGERALD, GA  31750
www.cmefitzgerald.org
news@cmefitzgerald.org

Rev. Dr. Leroy E. Dumas, Jr.
Pastor

Rev. Robert L. Yarbrough
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Bishop Othal Hawthorne Lakey
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Jim Turner
Public Relations

Charles L. Coney
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