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Quick Bible Reference Guides
I AND II TIMOTHY: Leadership Training for God’s Kingdom

Note: this sheet was prepared based upon the Contemporary English Version of the Bible, however it is always good to use more than
one version as a reference. This practice will enable you to compare the language of the translations and gain a fuller understanding of
the text.

Overview

Paul wrote these letters to Timothy to advise
and encourage him and warn him about false
teachings. Like Timothy, many Christians
need this type of advice. In fact, the first letter
became a leadership manual for the early
churches. The second letter, more personal in
tone, includes Paul’s last instructions to
Timothy and encourages Timothy to “Keep
on being faithful to what you were taught”
(3:14).

Today we can still gain valuable insight from
this writing because as it is written,
“Everything in the Scripture is God’s Word.
All of it is useful for teaching and helping
people and for correcting them and for
showing them how to live.” (2 Timothy 3:16,
CEV)

Key Points and Verses
Please read the whole book to gain the fullest experience. These points are just a few of the
highlights
that have been encapsulated from the text.
1 Tim 1: 12-17 God’s mercy
1 Tim 2: 1-8 Importance of prayer
1 Tim 3: 1-13 Church leadership
1 Tim 4: 1-5; 6: 3-10 Avoid turning from the faith
2 Tim 1:5, 6 Passing on the faith from one generation to another
2 Tim 2: 1-13 Soldiers for Christ Jesus
2 Tim 1: 7, 8; 3:1—4.8 Courage and faithfulness to the end

Study Questions

1. What, according to the text in 1 Timothy, is “the whole truth?”’ (2:4-6; also 4:16). What are some of
the things Paul suggests followers of Christ do (and NOT do) in order to “be faithful and have a clear
conscience?” (2:1; 4:7; 4:16; 5:1-3; 6:11).

2. What does the letter say church leaders should be like and what is expected of them? (1 Tim 3:1-
13). In your opinion, what are the five most important traits of a church leader, pastor, or priest?

3. What advice did the letter give Timothy about being a respected and effective leader? (1 Tim 4:12;
5:1,2). How much does your church encourage young people to be involved?

4. Timothy's church seemed to reflect diversity among the people. How is each group to be treated?
(see also, 5:22). What is expected of each group?

© 2002 American Bible Society. May be distributed free of charge for church and home study




5.In 2 Tim 1:7, what three things does God's Spirit give? Why would these things be important
to a young leader of the church like Timothy? How are they important for Christians living
today?

6. In 2 Tim 2:3-7, three types of people are described as hard workers: a soldier, an athlete, and a farmer.
What qualities did these different workers have that the author wants Timothy to imitate? Which type of
worker do you think best depicts the life of a Christian? Why? What other images could be used to describe
a Christian's life?

7. Read the advice given to Timothy in 2 Tim 2:22-26. Why is this advice important to someone
who is a leader in the church? Which pieces of advice would be helpful also to people who are
not in positions of leadership? Why? In your opinion, what difficult temptations do Christians
face today? Where do you find strength to face temptations?

8. In 2 Tim 3:1-5, the author gives Timothy a brief description of how difficult the “last days”
will be. What does the author say people will be like at that time? How are the behavior and
thoughts of the “people” described here different from the kinds of behavior and thoughts the
author tells Timothy Christians are to practice elsewhere in the letter?

9. What special warnings did the letter writer have for people who thought religion was supposed to
make them rich? (1 Tim 6:3-10). How can a relationship with God make a person's life “rich?”” Are
you “content with what you have?”

Something to Think About

(additional food for thought)

How does sharing a common faith in God strengthen a relationship? How can Christians help one
another strengthen their individual relationships with God? Who in your life shares your faith and how
do you help each other strengthen spiritual bonds?
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